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WRITE TO
TheMidasFlesh 

@gmail.com

Thanks for reading our comic! This was an amazing 
experience and I’m glad we got to share it. Guess what: 
I want to thank some people whose names you don’t 
know yet! First is Ben Tippett, my physics adviser, who 
when I asked him how it was possible for Midas to turn 
arbitrary matter into gold, said “It isn’t. Now, here’s 
how you could do it...”. His knowledge helped make 
this story about King Midas In Space as realistic as it 
possibly could be. Thanks Ben! He has a great physics 
podcast called “The Titanium Physicists”; go listen to it 
and tell him I said hi.  

I also want to thank Emily Horne and Victor North for 
reading my earlier drafts. Here’s something: Victor 
wanted Fatima to die in the fifth issue and Joey in the 
sixth and Cooper in the seventh, and I was all NOPE, 
SORRY VICTOR. But it’s okay because his other advice 
was all pretty good!

Now, for the last batch of letters!

Q:  I see this is not something that would fit well 
within the story structure, but I’d love to hear a bit of 
whatever background detail on the Federation you may 
have. Is its oppression more in the indirect economic 
exploitation style, or totalitarianism, or something 
completely different? How does it conceive of itself and 
justify its own actions? What would Sluggo have said 
given more time to argue?

— John

A: I saw it as a totalitarian regime that operated by 
propaganda and curtailing personal freedoms. The 
whole “we know what’s best, this hurts you more than it 
hurts me” style of leadership that would, I think, appeal 
to someone like the General. Oh!  Here’s a secret about 
him: his full name is given as “General Russ” at one 
point, which is SECRETLY short for “General Ica Russ”. 
AND HE DIES BY FLYING TOO CLOSE TO THE SUN. 
OHHHH DAAAANG.

Q:  To me, the General looks like an endearing character. 
His face is round, his nose is lumpy, and he has a gap 
between his front teeth. However, his personality is 
NOT VERY ENDEARING AT ALL. Was this a conscious 
choice on the part of the team? How much planning do 
you do design-wise?

— Gabriel 

A: This was all intentional by Shelli and Braden! I didn’t 
do any physical description at all for him, but the 
design they came up with was distinctive, memorable, 
and yeah, BASICALLY ADORABLE. I loved that his 
personality was playing against his physical stereotype 
-- this happens a lot in real life so it was nice to see it 
in comics too!

Q:  Are there any possibilities of THE MIDAS FLESH 
being made into a feature film? And do you have any 
favorite actors for the roles?

— Justin 

A: There are none that I know of, PERHAPS due to 
my insistence that Patrick Stewart be cast in all roles 
without exception??

Thank you for reading, for telling your friends about this 
weird little comic, and for being so enthusiastic about 
our story. We’ll see you soon! PROMISE.

Your pal,

See you next time!
—Ryan, Shelli and Braden



Can you believe it’s been 8 months since our little 
imprint came to be, you guys? It’s true! We are 
here! It seems like just yesterday, you and I were 
sharing a cup of tea (black, with almond milk) 
and reading about lady scientists and dinosaurs 
in space! Unfortunately, this eighth month also 
means that our intrepid, amazing first series, The 
Midas Flesh, is coming to a close. This breaks 
my heart clean in two, but you can see Ryan 
North, Shelli Paroline and Braden Lamb’s work 
in their return to Adventure Time #31 in August, 
as well as any wonderful things they do BEYOND 
EVEN THAT. I rounded them up for a closing word 
on The Midas Flesh.

Guys! We have reached the end of The Midas 
Flesh together! What has been your favorite part 
of the Midas Flesh experience?
Braden: It’s gotta be working with Shelli and 
Ryan once again. I like that we’re all creative and 
reasonable people who are primarily interested in 
making an awesome comic.
Ryan: Yeah, I’d say working with Braden and 
Shelli; seeing this comic get made after having 
it rattle around in my head for five years -- and 
have it get made SO WELL -- has been amazing!
Shelli: I got into comics because of science fiction, 
and it’s been unreal tackling that genre. It was also 
a good exercise in making designs unique yet 
practical for a humanoid to use to use in a sci-fi 
universe. I *might* have thought too much about 
attachments for gloves on a spacesuit.

How is writing/drawing The Midas Flesh different 
from your Adventure Time work? 
B: It’s way more involved to draw, but that’s kind 
of its own reward. We have to invent the look of 
basically everything you see and then draw that 
again and again, which takes a lot of time, but it’s 
gratifying to know we invented something new.
R: With Adventure Time, you can go into it 
assuming the audience knows your characters 
and what kind of stories you want to tell. With 
something new, all that’s up in the air! So it was 
fun to write knowing that, deciding what got 
revealed when (and how!).

What are you going to miss most about working 
on Midas? 
B: Drawing dinosaurs and spaceships on the 
same page. I don’t know why it doesn’t happen 
in every comic book.
S: I liked working on the colors for this specific 
story, and I’ll miss exploring that end of things. Too 
often, sci-fi looks dark and oppressive and cold, 
so I wanted to explore lighter color schemes both 

to make it look distinctive, and to keep it in the 
spirit of our heroes. Of course I say this now, but 
perhaps I was just going through a Mint phase.
R: Fatty. I love Fatty. Also, I’m going to miss 
thinking very seriously about very ridiculous ideas 
-- but let’s be honest, it’s not like I’m going to 
stop doing that.

LAST WORDS...GO!
B: I’m gonna go dig in my bin of Name-Brand 
Interlocking Brick Toys and make some facsimiles 
of Joey, Fatty, Cooper, and the Prospect.
S: The phrase “Dang, King Midas” is now a part 
of my vocabulary. Thanks Ryan, it’s great! 
R: Thank you all for reading this crazy comic 
about King Midas in space, and I can’t wait to 
show you what we’ve got lined up next!

Thank you guys, I love you and I’m going to miss 
our space party so much!

A few more items of note this fine July! We have 
a BRAND SPANKIN’ NEW BOOM! Box series 
launching this August, starring the raddest dude 
to ever grace a denim vest…Teen Dog! I have 
been totally obsessed with Jake Lawrence’s work 
for years, and his character Teen Dog almost as 
long (I was definitely Teen Dog for Halloween last 
year), so getting to do an actual full-length comic 
book mini-series is basically the best. If you’re a 
fan of wicked cool stories about pals and good 
times and kindness and lady quarterbacks and 
also pizza, you are probably going to love TEEN 
DOG, OH WAIT THAT IS ACTUALLY EVERYONE, 
EVERYONE WILL LOVE TEEN DOG. Tell your 
local comic shop to preorder you a copy today…
it’s Diamond code JUL140989!

Meanwhile, don’t forget to catch us at San Diego 
Comic-Con at the end of the month! We’ll have a 
TON of brand new Lumberjanes merchandise 
(did someone say…BADGES?!) plus an exclusive 
cover by Noelle Stevenson! Save yourself a 
lifetime of regret and hit the booth early!

Phew! That’s it for me this month. As ever…

Stay swell, 
ShANNON WATTERS

EDITOR LADY

Rad-TasTic
doodles by
Becca
Tobin


